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SECRET INF CRMATION

Tecermber 17, 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR: CENERAL HALG
FRIO b4t JOHN H, HCGLDRIDGE
SUBRJECT!: The Dowaeys

Al Yenkins of State informe me that Bill Deowney (brother of John T.)
i% ver- unhappy over the lack of sdvance notice of the FRT action
with respect to John, BRill Downey cailed Al on Uecember 16 and kept
him on the phone {or over two hours.

Recailing that ClA was suppnsed to have contacted the Jowney family,
{ checked with the Agency as to what in fact bad been done. 1 was
informed that 1'C1 Helms had instructed appropriate peaple at the
Agency to get in touch with the [owneys on Sumday, Uecernber 12, and
that this had been done, However, accerding to my informant,

Mr. Helms had felt he was authorized only to copvey the information
that 2 ¥R statement was forthcoming with no reference to what the
statexnsnt was going to say,

3y CLA isformant confirmaed that Bill Downey was very unhappy over
the sitvation (although he apparently has now cooled down)., Nr, Helms
was sonding a2 memorandum to Xr. Kissinger reporting the situation
and recommending that Mr, Kissinger tslephone the Downey family
personally in order to sooth ruffiad feelings. [ personally would
endorse this recommendation.
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